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Sec C ) 

't* 

Pocahontas County is situated entirely within the Allegheny mountains, 
with the main trunk line of the Allegheny mountain forming the lastern 
boundary thereof; the south-east side of the Alleghenies are steep and more atru 
•pt than on the west side that lead6 off into Pocahontas Count} • 

Following the main Allegheny mountains, and the County line 9 from the 
corner of Randolph, and Pochhontas ,on the Pendleton County line to the 
Greenbrier County line ; many mountains t branches and V shaped valleys 
lead off toward the Greenbrier river ; In the ridge and valley provinces the 
elevation of the ridgeer range from 3 000 to 4 000 feet and the velleyB from 
2 000 to 3000 feet for the most part the valleys are narrow and rise in a 
series of steeply rounded hills to the main mountain tops. Narrow V shaped 
gaps have been cut through one valley to an other when? the streams pass through' 

This gives a decidedly trellislike arrangement to the drainage system to the 

• * 

t _ * 

Eastern part of Pocahontas County with the greenbrier river bb the master stream 

* 

* 

flowing south-we6tward. 

Pocahontas County is virtually a " Birth Place of Rivers" as all drainage 

waters of the County are formed within its boundaries and flow outward. 

It has a maximum in elevation of approximately 2666 feet and the highest 

/ averageelevation ofi any County in the State of West Virginia. The lowest point, 

where Greenbrier river enters Greenbrier County is at an elevation of 1976 feet. 

The etrear.s are all swift , and for the most part still actively cutting 

downward. The ridges through which the branches flow are generably arable to the 

to the tope of the Allegheny mountain, although there are places where the mountain 

sides are jutted with large cliffs and rocks that aid greatly, in giving the 

County that pi c *.ur eeque scenery which it so oa&nently posses see. The vales an 

narrow and rich, and cultivated,with the etreams uniformly winding through the 
val leys, 
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Beautiful hor.es are found irterspurcei alon£ the valleys, 

tor situsted at those point* that are favorable for homea »nd are ecatterdd 


profusely through the vales and even to the mountain tops. 



The main top of the Allegheny mountain or creet alonjthe Count> line presents 
what ie euppoaed to be the beat exemple of p6noplane in the County , and wha 


is probably the beat in the State of West Virginia. It can be seen to the beat 


advantage near " Top of Allegheny " where it ie crossed by the btauntom 


and Parkersburg Turn Pike* 


The mountain 1 b a broad surface with slight 




/ 

dissection , but preserves an even sky-line for several miles * The average 


•location of the Allegheny mountain is approximately 4400 feet 


r.oplace in the Hills of West Virginia can affird more beautiful cenery 


than the top of the Allegheny mountain looking east; all the mountains may be 

A** 

seen as they pile up,between the main Allegheny and the Elue in the " East - 


-Virginia 




Allegheny** is the name that has been applied, or given to the 


principal trunk line of the Appalachian syatan or ranges of mountains in the 


word 


Eastern United btates. The " Appalachain" was first used by the Spaniards 


under ->sBota, in naming the ranges of mountains "Apyfalachee" in honor of the 

n m 

Apalachee Indians. Then later wa6 incorrectly called Allegheny 

The word Allegheny derived from an Indian word with unaecerteined 
matter what the word means , or meant in the Indian language, 
of beauty, and a concord of musical strains. 
















Tho nountalno thet diiddo th. h.ad «t.r« of the Or.onbrlor Rim and tha 

1 

water* of Tha Dry Fork and Glady Fork of Cheat Rlwr ( and following tha 
Randolph County lino , haa bean loyally called ttf and known as Uiddla Mountain 
hut la ahown on tha Soli Survey Map of Pocahontas County aa Tha * Lynn Divide " 

Tha elevation of thia ridge or plateau that extends from the main Allegheny 
mountalna to tha Shavere Mountain averages spproximetely 3500 feet; at or near 
the Allegheny mountain la 4000 feet, north of the Eilater ?wccrp la 3708 feet, 
at the blister Sw«p 3$3T feet,where it connecta with the Shaver mountain la 
4065 feet* The Ska vara mountain divides the waters of the West Fork of % 

the Greenbrier and the Shavere Fork of Cheat river , and la the prolongation 
of the back Allegheny mountain which looses Its self in the southern part of Tucker 
County near the Dry Fork of Cheat between Otter creek and they Glagy Fork* 

i 

The crest or water abed of the Shavers Mountain that formes the dividing!line 

I 

between Randolph and Pocahontas Counties from the Staunton andpflrkeraburg 
turn pika northward haa an ale vatic n approximately 4000 feet ,with tha knob 

e 

tower 

the Gaudlneer la located upon at an elevation of 4445 fast which is the highest 
point. 

The Back Allegheny mountain it the contlnuetion or prolongation of the 

Shavere mountain from the point where the Staunton and Parkersburg pike crosses 

it,; The watershed of tho Pack Allegheny divide the waters of the Greenbrier 

and the Shavere Fork of Cheat to tha Junction of the Back AlUg-.ei^ end the 

Chest Mountain at Thorny Flat which haa an alovation of 4 839 feet. 

The highest point on the Pack Alllagheny mountain ie the bald Knob 

with an wlatation of 4642 foot and i. tho highoet point in Pocohonti. county 

A continuation cf the »*;« range of nountaina or plateau divide tha watera 

and 

of the Ell River, Cranberry River, end enter* the Greenbrier County line 
nerth of Hills creek . The Pack Allegheny Mountain and tha plateau ef thia 
region haa an average *1 a ration a*? ve 4600 foot 
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The higkoet tie vaticn cf ridgee cr Knobs in Pec«hcr.t«i County ere 
•• fall©we % ae shown by the Geological Survty of Focohorts# County. 

Fald Knob...4642 feet.Cn Each Allegheny fountain. 

Thcriqr Flat,.*$39 feet,at junction of C&eat and Back Alle&ery 
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natural CUTTING, CHaRT/JR 7lt.U2,;: ( PociJ’.c.r.tttO County ) 


Rooecoe ,v. brown 


( Pert 1) Y&iZl/ f/&. A/jJ 

( Sbc n) 

THC*. CREEK . Thomas Crook gives ripe near the water shed of Thorny Creek near the 
•Its of the Scnica C.C.C. Comp and — f lo w s , end flows North to connect with the 
Sitlington Creek 1-J- miles East of Sitlington, 

4 

It has a meandering longth of 6 miloe with a total fall of 900 foot , 
with a rate of fall per mile 6f 150 feet, and has -fe-a# an- area of drainage badin 
of 8,97 square milee. 

The Thomas Creek water drainage basin, was mostly covered *with the finoue 

% 

white pine trees, which was cut o.vcr, and operated about the year of 1885. 

is rituated 

The Senica State Gone Forest . t6 the South and North-’.Vest , and the Stoi 

V 

Game and Fieh Commission^ has erected f their care keepers hone , near the head of 
this branch . 

Thor in Creek was first settled by the dependents of the pioneer John >'c Ltughli: 
and 7/illlffR Me Laughlin, about the time of the formation of Pocahontae County, whoft 

* , n 

ducodaote were among the most popular and prominent citizens of Focohontss county 
ard were natives of Ireland. 

Robert Dunlap, 1 cCutchan; rettlod on Thomas Creek in the year of 1826. 
far and near this family would attend religious worship ,the weather be what it might . 
For years Greonbank f eight milee away , and Huntersville twelve milee away, were the * 
nearest points of the church service of their preference. 

Thcmas Creek received its ntvne from an old pioneer by the nstme^Thewas^, who Is 
had settled for a time on the head waters of the creek,; of whom little ie known, 
tut as long ae the brunch continues to flow, it will perpetuate hie mtnory. 

Some folks are of the opinion that it was named after Thoraea Hatten whfc owned 
lend near the mouth of Sitlington creek. 








! OSPS SPRING RUN, I/ossb Spring Hun flows in to the Greenbrier hiver , opposi e 

the site of the Haywood Lumber Town, 2 miles south of Case* 

f eet per 

It has a total length of 2% ? miloe A , and a fall of 471 # l^rniiee , with a 

has a total fall of 1375 feet*-> ' ' ~ f 

*^drainago basin area of 1.86 square miles. It is situated on the we 

Greenbrier River pnd gives rise in one of the most copious, and beautiful 

Springs in Pocahontas County, - is near the residence of the late Joe McLaughlin 

about 2 miles west of Case , 

m » 

The Hoses Spring Run received ite name from on of the very first 
settlers cf Pocahontas County; It ie a small branch ,of pure plear, cold water 
but carries with its name , And the incident that brought about* its name, one 
of ‘ithe thrilling incidents , that was common among the pioneers , and Indians 
cf the Greenbrier Valley,. 

■’oses Poore settled on Knsxua Creek about the year of 1770 , and during 

mm .# w r 

the first years of his pioneer life, in the region of Pocahontas County , he 


spent much of-his time hunting and trapping Back Alleghan> r , and the upper 




— 



Greer.brier River , and the vicinity of Clover Lick . 

% 

He was a close observer of Indian movemente, and would make careful search 
fer Indian signs before resuming operations as the hunting seasons returned. 

The usual place for the Indians to croeB the Greenbrier River . in the hurt*^ re r^cu^d 

> '* * - *■*« k* 




«r «... r^i«. «, .t . tiarro* pl.ee in th. river, r.arre. er.eugl, r.r the Ir.di.re 




tc vault with a pole . He 'Tould take notice accordingly which eide of the River the 
vaulting-pel op would be on , and acted accordingly. Finally the Ir.diane 8 eer.ed to 




bu. 1 cut hie Strategy, and thereupon vaulted the narrow passage, and cunning* 


;cx?e back an 






r*. 


looked after de 


<* %_ V . I fTm ' L * r-** - *- 1 «rj mg - 

















tefrr* breakfast „ a habit so charietfcrioiic of the Scotch- Irish at that period 
of tint. h 6 wao interupted by the breaking of a stick, and upon looking intently 
ar *d rteadily in the direction whence the eound seemed to have come,he saw five or 

s-x warriors aimlaig their guns and moving cautiously upon him* 

Soeing there was no chance tc eBcape, hemmed in as he v/ae,he threw up hie haaiF 
made signs for then to come to him, he put the turkey before them and made eigne 

^or then to eat. By gestures and guteral grunting they gave him to understand 

that they would not touch it t unless he would eat some first. He did eo, and thereupon 

% 

they devoured it ravenously, and it was no time that scarcely a fragment remained 
even of the bones. 

Soon ao breakfast was over , they started for their hone in Ohio, Having passed 

% 

tut a few miles ,they halted at what the pioneer afterwards called the Hoses S prir g 
and ever since that tine the little branch, has been handed down from generation 
tc generation as the Moses Spring Run. 

The prisoner wee securely bound with buffalo raw hide thongs, and pinioned 

to the ground, a detachment went off in the direction of Stony bottom , and were go** 

* 

two or three-4ioure. Then the/ Indians returned they were loaded down with ore . 

( It appears by the tradition that there was a lead mine eomewhef in this locality) 

this Ore was carried to a place where an cths halt was made and the ore was i 

J 

©melted and reduced in weight ; so that one could carry what had required two tc 
bring in as raw material. 

The prisoner ( Hoeee L'oore ) was taken as far as Chilaoothe and the Indian* 
sanmed to have beer* greatly elated over their capture. So much eo that as a special 
compliment of the Indian Squaws , it was decided in solemn council , of inquiry 
what to do with the prisoner; and it was decided that he Bhould run the gauntlet. 

The Indians seemed to have known of nothing so intensely amusing than running 

i 

the gauntlet, and of no complirentmore flattering to their favorite squaw friends 

than have them to form the sauntlet lines and leave it to them to torment the 

9 

captive* Accordingly two lines of squaws were drawn up about six ot eight feet apart 

One captive had preceded roses Hoore, who was stabbed , bruised and hacked to 

pieces• 
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NATURAL EETTIJC Po eaho.itas County. 
CHAPTER THREE. 

P»rt ( 1) Soc D ) 


hoeco© V* Brcwn. 



/7-/M 


STEVENS HOLE RUN;- Stevens Hole Run is a email stream of little importance 
but has considerable local interest,. It hae its source in a limestone Spring 
just west of the State highway 0..7 mile north eaet of Will Pointand flows in a 
southward direction to the Greenbrier River one mile north eaet of Seebert . 

/tv'V'JT -i 

It hae a total of milee , with a fall of 3©5 foot at a rate of 122 feet per 
rcil© 7 with a drainage area of 3.75 Square miles. 

Stevens Hole Run ie so named after Steven Sewell, whoa Colonel Andrew Lewis 

if 

found at at Marline Bottom, in 1751 with Jacob Tiarlin. Steven Sewell epent a 
winter soon after in a an all cave just at the head of the Run. There ie a 

t 

tradition that the same Steven Sewell wae killed by the Indians some yearslater 

on big Sewell Mountain farther down the Greenbrier River. ( Eut the same has 

/ 

been disputed by ether writers ) There is a tradition story, that a certain 
paymaster of a certain Ohio regiment stole the payroll when here for therBattle of 

«# i 

Droop Mountain , and hid the money in Stevens Hole**. ( Referred to a sthe Cave in itidi 

H ft 

which Steven Siwell lived ) In Bower ft'book the Tragic Era. In writing up the 
carpet bag govenor of a certain southern etate, the writer saye the said govenor 
had been accused of absconding with the pay roll of a certain Ohio regiment. 


A very interesting and well delineated description of thie little brand! 
and Cave,locally known ae Stevens Hole,* and the authentic history that it contains 
is per tray ed in a special editorial written for the Pocahontae Tines bearing 
date of July 14th 1927, by Andrew ^rice, president of the Historical Society of 
Meat Virginia. The letter is hereby given in full because of the historical 
data it gives in regard to 'J&cdb Carlin and TSteplen Sewell, the two firsts setters 









'hur.day July 14 th 1927 . 


•«,. that th. rock *ork at Stephen „ ol . Ru „ ^ ^ 

••troy.il th. C mve in #hlch Sewell li h • ♦ 

° Mr * 11 liv * d i" th. Indian day a, so I 

•oot.d it down thera to inve.tie.te tv, 

.... .. """ ‘ M s " 1 ‘ 8kt " < ' *° fi " a 

th s *’ l ‘ e .“"''ton. ell ' f ■ o.upl. hundred f.ot high full 

,w ——* ** « - -*. „ 
«a/f , or °” 5 ." a D '” y *•-- *"■ *•» »«..» 

use m surfacing +u._, 


C!lff in -“ffdoins th. ro.d. 

*«, d. .h.r. , h . , pring . . 

c. h .d b .. n u „ t . d . - 

«»i«S «h th. cliff . „ “•* th ‘ '" k »* a b.„ 

. y . rhu ^ <M fon , td _ kina ^ >h<itiir 

filled the specifications aa , ' ’ bUt ln nowiM 

— Th. ... „„ “ h —- » - l*i. U- g . ut 

- tt „ j - -———- 


««,. .„d lt „ -- w»th .f th. 

for aany years t 0 cone t+ « 

■** needed for road work . * ** lik ° ly that ** 


Stephen, e Hole as it is call< , 

_ the " w,r Ptt Of th. , : 

t0 <=*». that hoWt u»i. 5 t.„h *” * 

s o x ®phenson 4. 1n 

I ch was tK a L ■ 1 . ® ft^out ifl w irirfyin j 

' the hldln g place Of Clunv Kidnapped - 


wh i was tv* & u * j * ^ about in w j M * 

hiding pi... Cluny p. =ph „ son ^ a -» P P- a 

Part h ” h * a ‘«ho» ogainst __ “ *” < '“ U " aa T»r «. 


P * rt h “ h " d »S«no. Cno».. U lo f .„ ' *" th. 

». top .f . .i iff - -«l.d Sto.ort King. . „ „ 

> th o tr... tlober _ 

•phen Hoi, Run or S.„u R„„ , t 

branch cro.ing th hi ’ cs-U,d i. . Uttl, 

gnwa K a mile north of L'ili • 

' Huntersriii. v_ . Point. At this point the 



i sv 


Wr>T>qi 


ich 


OS Off f ft +U ° point th 

to th ® ®«st and dasceni« 

th ® lit tlo valley to 

bosses at ±h- __ * ^J-ey to 


31 -iver where it ^ AAt uo valle V 4 

e n- crosses at tb« ^ *• 4 ™ ^J-ey 1 

une mouth of Bevar ^ 

‘ «n. noar wt t. 4.„ t . r . UP * hich « 6C. 


. jir r 




It. - — i J. W LT| 

Hunters ville’ « n 4U 

ln th# days .hen it was ” 
enough to ford. Abov . .. count y 

. th ® road the run has f orra , 

‘ d the bold clear stre*- + v, ^ a b »8 

^ at i 8s '“»s fr oc it i# 

very much in fronj 

•‘J* year around 


fp « /jT 


> *1 * 


^sr 






we 













f 


1" th* oli day* th.r. Ml ■ »tll founded b.liof that if horses afflicted with the 
*cratshee , en affection of the skin in the fdtlock, were watered, and there fast 

"•■hod in this little stream that they would be cured, and it was the custom to brSg 

% * 

horse* there from the surrounding Levels comnunity. 

In the tourist day that is coming it will be the regular thing to halt the car at 

this pointu.;and the viditore will walk some three hundred yards and climt> tno 

declivity that brings th«a near the top of the cliff and inspect the cave. 

It will also afford them the boon of the finest drinking water, as cool and clear 

* 

as ie to be obtained in this world of ours • 

I have never seen a cave that was so well suited for a habitation as this one 

a 

On climbing ?he level of the opening first is found a smooth platform sort of place 

* 

perhaps thirty by forty feat size. Next is a great roof or portico which shelters 
which shelters a large portion of this treses , with an outcurving roof perhaps ten 
feet high. Then in the wall ie a room about six feet wide and ten feet deep, with a 
low ceiling . A fire across the openingwould keep this little retreat comfortable 
in the coldest weather. Back in this room is an opening of unknown dimensions but 
extending well back into the cliff. It is very dark there and would not be suit abb 
place for living rooms but would be an ideal place to store food and supplies. 

The front room is fitted with a level floor , and being open to the outer air is in 

a 1 « - \ 

good condition now without a particle of fixing to afford a com fofct able place to sleep 
and take shelter. No streac issues from this cave , and there is no current of air. 

It ie an ileal place for can ping and is one of the sights of the County. 

If you have occasion to visit it, follow the path e^-up by an old abanded 
sawdust heap. The place is Dr, H. l. Vc Neels fari f the top of the cliff being the 
dividing line between his farm and that of F. 71. Huckman land. Perhaps if you go 
into the cliff you wi*i be on tr.t Ruckman land as well as the HcNeel *land. 

As ie the case of every -an who has ever cleared and reclaimed land , I «r 
something c. a . ir.-s v aye ^ariener „ As you drive through these pleasant valley s # you 
’fin-ra'-c-- ‘ 1 k * r,e raa with the axe whose vision splendid and whole 
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#ef possibilities in that littl* co vi which hae not boon r. uch 
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vaata Place eo far. It haa baen talked of aa a place to grow water creae 

W< th#r# h “* b#cn ,0 °* 8li 8ht effort to tranaplant wild cranborriee into the bog 
P t of the ehut in place. On th^/oevery cide ia rich fano land but tho cove 

e\.ept for oo;ne indifferent paature, which in a eaction ao aolidly 
8 not boon much esteemed . '.Vith vary little work there could be a little 

formed here of clear pure water, it would be surrounded by beautiful grassy 
shores and beetling crags would overlook it, there you would have grass, water, 
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B °th the cabin and tree dwelling were located in the narrow paea through which 
•*PPs Creek breaks through to reach the Greenbrier River. Thie stream flows bet 
* #en 4 »o peaks or headland raarlfng the gate way to the great Knapps Creek Valley 
one a spur of the Buckley. Mountain and the other a spur of T/arlin Mountain. Theee 
?ea<s have never been given names , and it is now proposed to name than I'ary and 
Slicabeth, after Elizabeth Bunlap, and Mary Vance Warwick. 

Th© people of this county have specialized on the name of Warlin, and have 
allowed the people in a distant part of the State to use the name*of Sewell. Thus 
Sewell is reaembered by Big and Little Sewell Mountain, Sewell Creek, Sewell Valley, 
the town of Sewell, and one of the measures of coal of the New River section, known 
as the Sewell seam. 

* *"■ 
f 

♦ 

Lt is the common belief basfcd upon a tradition, that Stephen Sewell left 

* 

here , and moved to Sewell Creek which flows into the Gauley River f and that he was 

there killed by the Indians . As a defender of tradition, I am sorry to say that I 

have come to the conclusion that Stephen Sewell never lived farther west than the 

Run 

cave at the Rttfrthat bears his name in Pocahontas County, near Millpoint, 


That he lived on the waters of Gauley is due to a statement prepared by 


Col. John Steart , the grand old man of Greenbrier County, in the year of 1798, And 

it is baseibn his report that Sewell moved forty mileB farther west and lived on a 

* 

creek that bears his name . It is not at all likely that Sewell lived on Gauley 
or any point vest of the Greenbrier valley prior to 1756 . Oavid Tygart had to leave 
the nearby valley of Tygarts Valley River in 1754, and he is undoubtedly the origi- 
enal settler west of the long intervening valley of the Greenbrier. 

At the same time , it is probable thatSewell ranged widely and Sewell Creek 

i 

could have been naned for him . But we have definite history of the time and place 
of hie death • It occurred on the 11th day ofl September 1756, on Jacksons River, 
near Fort Oinwiddie. In 1750, Be. Thomas Valker , and explorer towards Kentucky 
crossed the Greenbrier A i ver at the mouth of Anthonys Creek and noted that he had 
word of white settlements higher up on the river . 






;•> referred to people living at or n.ar th. mouth of Knapp- Creek . 

The next year the Lewises were settling wnitea on the l^nde 
Gfeenbrier Coippny . The war cloude began to gather in 1753 • France 
land drained !by the MieeieBippi . In pursuance of this claim tney commenced 
erection of a fort at Pitteburg. Govenor Dinwiddle in 1753 sent George .Taehington 
with an ultimatum to the French to abandon their claim to Fort Duquesne, 

French gave no heed. In 1754 Washington fought a losing campaign , and reached 
agree-ent with the French at a place called the great UeadoVB or • FolHt- j 

near Brownsville Pennsylvania. Later in that year the Indians killed 
family at Beverly, the first settlors to be massacred by the Indians m the French 
and Indian War. The next year the settlers on the frontier felt reasonably safe 

while Braddock was forming his army but even before hiB defeat in july, 1755, the 

' 

Indians were killing on. the Holston River and on the head waters of the New River 


Th 


e first effect of Braddocks defeat in this section occurred just about a month after 


that time when the Indians appeared at the mouth of Knapps Creek and killed twelve 
persons and took eight prisoners . This raid ended the hostilities for the year 1755. 
But in February and March 1756 they broke out again. This was caused largely by 









m 




unfortunate expedition expedition led by Gen Andrew Lewis in the winter of 1755-56 






against the Ohio Indians, he marched an army of 416 men clear across the State of *V©st 

Virginia to strike the Indians in their townB on the Ohio. It is called the Sandv Creek 

* v 


mm 


>13 


. 




Voyage . It resulted in disaster and the r.en suffered from want of food and from 








Chicknn House Rub.- Chicken House Run is another minor tributary of the 
Greenbrier River joining the latter etrean one-half rile aoutr. of watoga. 

It heads or the west elppe of the P*le Mountain and flows almost due west 
for a distance of 2.8 miles. Its drainage area is 2.42 square miles. 

It hee a total fall of 790 feet, with a rate of fall per mile of 282.1 fee 
fartnile. There is a tradition that the branch was so named from the 

fact that one of the old pioneer hunters of this Bection of Pocahontas County 
knowing that the branch was infested with Foxes and other varmints , and 


a small Chicken House on a stump with one or 


two chickens inside the coop, then placed spring traps all around and about 


the Chicken House, and thereby caught many of the Foxes and Varmite by this 


method of enticeing them with a chicken; And the branch has been there 


er called"Chicken House Run” 


Beaver Creek is made up of two branches with several anall 


BRAVER CREP^K 


tributaries roughly forming a Y the southern branch heading well up on the 


west side~of Beaver Lick Mountain with th/e northern branch heading on the 


east side of the Buckley Mountain to join the Greenbrier River at Violet 


The old County Road from Hillsboro to Huntersville followed along this stream 


when Huntersville was the County Seat of Pocahontas County . Beaver Creek has 

length 

a drainage area of 16.27 square miles . and has a total of 8. 6 miles 

with a tiotal fall of 940 feet, with a rate of fall per mile of 114.6 feet. 


Beave Creek was bo R®ed from the fanous Beavers that once infdsted its 


waters 


IMPROVEMEjVT LICK RUN 


THE Improvement Lick Run iB a email Btream with a 


length of 3*6 miles , having ita source near the top of the Euckley Mountain 

* 

and flowing westward to join Greenbrier River one mile north east of Violet 


on hid deer blind at 


the lick, on thie particular brawch, having one located on Sunday Lick, and 
Monday Lick Runs. Improvement Lick Run has a total fall of 835 feet, and a 
rate of fall per mile cf 231.9 feet . 























I 

SVVAGO CREEK;- Swago Creok is aotream with a considerable volun of water 
originating largely from springe that emerge high up in the Swggo fountain 
and Daye fountain; near Spruce Flate • It ie composed of the following 
tranches or tributaries: Me Blinfcock Run, Overholt Run, Dry Run, and Buck Run 
ThiB network of streams has cut a prominent cove between the range 
of Rodgers fountain, Sv/ago Mountain, and Spruce Flats* Swago Creek enters 
Greenbrier River at Buckeye, and has a drainage area of 12,92 square miles 
and has a total length of 3*3 miles with a total fall of 1295 feet, with a 
rate of fall per mile of 392,4 feet. KcClintocks flour mill was Bitedtei 

on this branch , but is now not in use. 

# 

Swago Creek has one of the oldest settlements that wae made in Pocahon 

tas County ; The notable family of Ewings settled on Swago about the year 

1770 , having sold their land holdings to I/osee Moore on Knappe Creek ; 

William Ewing known as rt Swago Bill'* was living on Swago Creek in the year of 

1786 , he blamed a line of trees around the lands he selected , and afterwards 

had the tract patented . Onee he was plowing when the alarr, came that the 

_ woods 

Indians were preparing to attack the settlement, he hid his plow in the^-wweed 

and with the other settlers made haEte to the nearest fort which was ?/ill point 

then known aB Fort Day; a few days afterwards he ventured back to get hie 

plow , and while proceeding through the woods with his plow , he was alarmed 

by a snaping sound , and turning to one side he saw three Indians behind a 

log with their guns pointed at him , they had tried to shoot but their powder 

was danp , and their guns had missed fire ; Will i am Ewing dropped hie plow' and 

started to the Fort fast as he could run , with the Indians after him* Going 

over a raise of the ground into a anall hollow , he changed hie course , ran 

up the hollow a short distance and stepped, and then saw the Indians rush 

by in the regular course. Ewing then made his way to the fort in safety. 

This was about the time that the Drenr.&n raid occurred, when Jones Eaker ar.d the 

Bridger Roys were killed, which was in the year of 1786. 











w have been told that Swago Creek wae eo r.med from the Oewega Indiane ; the 
Swago word is compounded from the Indian word Otsego** Ot" meaning a place 
of nesting, and the word Sago” an Indian term of salutation; and the two 
words coined together emerged into the word SWAGO which menas a meeting 

place- ” A happy meeting place " Swago” is one of the beautiful Indian nones 

vhat is common among the Alleghenies, 

It has also been stated that Swago Creek wae named after Y7illirar. Ewing 

• #f « 

locally known as "Swago Eill'* Ewing , but records will show that Swago Creek 

will antedate that of ”Swago Bill” He was named Swago Eill because he lived 
on Swago Creek. 

On head of Swago Creek there is a”Natural Bridge" formed by a stratum 
of the iimestcr.e 9 about forty feet in length and fifteen feet high ,undw 

which che stream flows . This bridge is in a very rugged country in the forest*. 


/ 

l.'ARLINS RUN;- Marlins ft un is a 6mall run of minor importance, except the local 

history that it bears in connection with its name-eake . 

* 

r 

Head:ng near the Marlin Mountain and flowing due west for a distance of 2.7 mile 
v).rough the town of Uarlinton to join Knappe Creek one -half mile above itB 
mouth, It has a total fall of 6 3 0 feet with a drainage area of 1.56 square miles 
Marlins Run , has the honor of having the firet pereone of Englieh of 
Scotch irioh antecedents _t. spend a winter in .hat i. new Pocahort.a County 
.he were Merlin and S ... U ... y .„ „ 0^ , c»p ... in th. 

delta fenced by Marlin. Run and th. Knapp. Cra.k . m th. oeura. c! ti». 

. -1 .. -.re. • over th. ,„..,io„ ef th.ir R.ligi.„ , thay a.p. r .t.d 

V ' th,y '•“«* >» Ahdra. Lewie,Marlin ... i. 

, ■ i,! - had taken up hie abode in a hallo* 

1C aholl o» ey c«r ore traa, oa the 

we.t w*r,in ef th. .l.ugh ,,uite near where th. „„ ^ 

“ U " ' lth * ”' dn “ t *" < ' 6t ‘" dine " drain th. 

Court house. 












Colonel Andrew Lewie expressed hie surprise at thie way of living apart fro* 
each ether , when so dietent from the habitation of other human beings. 

Sewell told him they differed in sentiments, and since they eeperated there 
was was more tranquility , or a better understanding , for now they were on 
speakibg terms, and upon each rooEning " i'twas godd morning , VT f Sewell ^ and 
M good morning i/r, Marlin* 1 , There has been a tradition that these two men 
quarrelled over their Religion one being a protestant and the other a Cathol-c^. 

then again , it hae been written that they differed over the form of bptism, 

* 

and that M immersion was the theme of their cintdntion. 

were no^ 

It should be understood that these two men^at dagger points with each 
other, while they lived near together on the banks of Uarlins Run^ they were 
in epeaking distance. * 

Thd ltte William T. Price in kis historical notes writes that he saw 
the old sycamore tree , and was inside of It many times. ( from Prices Notv 

J 

as follows) The lower part of the tree bore the striking resemblance to a 

leaning Indian tepee. The cavity could ehelter five or six persons, and the 

—„ 

writer has been often in it for Bhade or for shelter from rain or heat. 


At the top of the cone , some eight or ten feet from the ground ,the tree was not 
more than twenty inches in diameter , and in that height it was chopped off 
about the year 1839, to avoid shading the crops. Thus the stump was left for 
shade or shelter, until it disapeared during the War, being probably used for 


a camp fire • Thie new arrangement did not last long , and Sewell in search of 
less molestation about his religion, with drew about eight miles to ^cave at 
the head of Sewells Run near Tarvin ( now known as Stephen hole Run, See 
Stephen Hole Run ) Then he went forty miles farther on to Sewell Creek, west 


Greenbrier , and was slain by Indians. ( Andrew Frice , Historian writes that 
Stephen Sewell died on the 11th day of September 1756, on Jacksons River, near 


fort Dinwiddle.) irj 










It i# moreover interesting in this connection to recall the fact that 


on the banks of Marline Run f is the burial place of a little child that was 


a ashed to death by an Indian warr&er in 1756. when overtaken by a party of 


batn or Rockbridge men and the Melitia of Augusta County; seeking to rescue 


a ‘'re, Mays, her son Joseph, an unnarried woman , a Mr, McClenachan, and some 
e-re captives. This burial place is afew Rode diagonally from the 

east angle of Uriah Birds barn on the margin of the l/arline Run. 


The infant corps was buried at the foot of the tree where it had been 


fou*.d a few minutesafter its death. The burial took place just a few hours] 

* 


, before the pursurer6 set out on their return. The grave was dug with 


hunting knives, hatchetB and naked fingers. The little body was laid in the 


grave very tenderly, ar.d the grave partly filled with earth . The covering of 


the grave was completed with rather heavy stores, to prevent foxes or other 


animals from getting at the remains. 


Thu. died ,„d ... buried the fir.t .hit. child kno.u to hi tor* „. t 


Of the Allegheny Mountains, on the banke 0 f Marlin e Run +u 

rianin, e Run m th© Town of 


Marlinton. As long as Marlin, s Run continues to flow it will « + . 

o now it will perpetuate 

V_ _ a 


the name of Jacob Marlin 

** * 








The first survey that was made in what ie now Pocahontas C 


was made 


by Colonel Andrew Lewie in 175o on i. 

"■ , rd ,. u „ ' Greente ricr , Knappo Cr6ek 

“ Ra r -arlxnr Run., when he f„„.; c< 

found Stophou Sow.ll, a„d Jacob U.rli„ „ . 

°'• -"^liro Suu _v.. _ « hltu.to 


ape. tho Town of K.rli„ t „„ 

. uninton, tho County B ..t of 
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NATURAL SETTHO CHAPTER THREE ( Pocuhontfe* Counth ) 


( P.rt 1 ) 

( See P ) 


Roecoa t;.hro\‘n. 


The North Fork of Deer Creek , or ( North Fork Creek ) 




as the 


name ie appliod to life® branch , is incorrectly named , the name does not mean 
*ny thing whatsoever, The branch of Deer Creek called North Fork Creek is the 
east branch of Deer Creek and is not the North Fork as hae been named . 

The North Fork of Deer Creek ( or the origional Warwicks Creek ) 
was at first named "Qartznills Creek w in honor of Thomas Cartmill who had Eecueud 
a patent or land Grant, from the Commonwealth of of Virginia for 358 acres of 
land bearing dete of June 13th 1780 while under the regime of Augusta County. 

This tract of land is situated between the " Mine Bank " and the Eastern 

i 

part of the ^8¥i n of Greenbank including the mouth of Roain Run and is the first 
survey of land taken up on the North Fork Creek adjoining the Warwick lands 

This branch of Deer Creek was called Cartmills Creek for aperiod of 

r 

twenty five or thirty years from 1780 till about 1810 as shown in giving the 
local description of the lands situated on the waters of Cartmille Creek. 

4 * 

Thomas Cartmill was a Revolutionary War vetern and was sworn in as a 
Captain of The Virginia Militia on May 11 th 178o ( It should have continued 

under the name of Cartmille Creek •) The North Fork Creek is cold and clear 


as cryatal , has been infested with the famous mountain Brook Troyt, the stream 
has an entire length 11.8 miles and an area of drainage of 29.46 sq miles , 
a total fall of 1570 feet from the source to the conjunction of Deer Creek proper 
with a rate of fall per mile of 131 , 9 feet . 

The facility for water power mille on the North Fork of Deer Creek 

has led to the establishment aftd erection ofi several Water power mille on the 

Creek f Vi*, The mill of the Pionesr Wooddelle, in Greenbank And Dr, J*P, Moctrau mill 

and Patrick Pruffey, and Uriah Hevener Sr > mills / on the site of the North Fork- 

Milling Corcpan) , Solorr.an Conrad mill* R.J. Browne mill at the mouth of Sutton Run 
Time , decay, and fire have destroyed all the water power mills 

located or. the North Fork Creek, 


( Hellebore Run f 


The Hellebore Run ie a branch of the North Fork Creek , that flfcwe 
due North a dietance of 3.25 miloe with a fall of 950 feet with a rate of 
fall per die of about 292.3 feet. 

The Hellebore Run was named from the numerous Hellebore plants 
that grew on the run , especially on the head of the run , where the plants 
grew mostly in the damp and wet partd of the narrow bottom • 

The Hellebore Run section was firet developed by Jacob Hevener Sr 
a cattle raiser 

* 

of Hightown Virginia^who had secured a land grant or patent of 650 acres 
bearing date of 1838 and later other tracts adjoining, eituated on the 
.Allegheny mountain , Belabors Ridge , and Hellebore Run, and employed John Spencer 
as a tenant to clear the lan^e and herd his cattle, horses, and sheep, that he 
ranged or. the Allegheny mountains, now called the Hellebore Ridge grazing farm 

( but now in possession of the U.S* FcreBt Service ) About 1000 Acres of 

■ 


the Hellebore Run section was fenced up by tailing down the trees . 

The shining plaited leaves of the Hellebore plants put forth so 


wi.a w 


bjiey WOU1 u 






early xn the spring , and was so tempting to th6 young cattle, 
eat the young Hellebore which ie very poisonous , and would die from its 
poisonous effect, and from this fact that John Spenser the pioneer of 

much •* hiB in of the years cutting 


SE 








1 + X 
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Helleber plants and thereby he gave it the nene of 


^^gf<^^n^h.H.ll.h.r. Ridg. , on. of th. highest pilot. i„ th. st.t >4 





ived it. w fn» th. Run , „ hi , it 6ltu .t.d .„ th. 
the Run . 



ta.rl.in »lt. Hrtl.hir.; Indi.n p„ k „ s=d Itc „ . 

//ns * • 

Vest Virginia, Dingy, Yellowish or whi^e L-r**r. 

A ox- wnue green, groweag 


of 














1 inch or loss across, very numerous , in stiff- branching, spike-like , denee- 
^icwtred panicle®. Perianth of 6 oblong segments ; 6 short curved stamens; 

3 style® . 

Stem ; is stout, leafy 2 to 5 feet tall • Leaves : Plaited, the lower 
cnee broadly oval , pointed 6 to 12 inches long; parallel ribbed, sheathing 
the stem where they claep it ; with the upper leaves gradually narrowing; 
the leaves emong the flowers are small. 

It preferrs to grow in Swamps, Wet Woodde, and low Meadows , and blooms 
between the months of May and July. And grows in the South Eastern part oft 
the United States , The Name of Hellebore Run and Hellebore Ridge 

for some unknown reason is incorrectly spelled " ELLEBER " which appeare 
in the Geological Survey records of Pocahontas County, and the Topographical 

r V-TV' 

Surveys of U.S. F.B _ ^Should be spelled "HELLEBORE, " ) 





The Griffin Run , a branch of the Hellebore Run , ie a email branch 1.6 miles 
long , with a fall of 875 feet , with 546.8 feet fall per mAle and hae a dratge 
area of 2.53 square miles. 



Ha 


This Branch ie very rough and narrow and the mountain sides are very 
eteep and rough but is productive. The Griffin Run for many years was 
called Cherry Run , until about the year of 1892 when an old mountaineer 
by the name of Riley Griffin , who wished to live far back in the mountains, 
a^or.g the wild animals , and and wild game f and game fieh of the mountain 
streams, and enjoy the fastness, and solitude, of the virgin forest of the 

Allegheny Tountains, and secured by Deed a tract of land on the branch 

* 

now called Griffin Run ; The land he owned wa6 very eteep almost up on edge. 

* 

By much persistence he buil$ up a home , reared a large femily, 
made lots of money, and always carried it ^stocking leg or boot leg, 
he lived sumptuously- wild Turkey, ' Venison, and Bear meat was a common 

article cl food upon hie table,; H e wae instrumental in having the Board of 
Muoatien of the Cr..„b.nk Bietrict to oroot aad ^.i,, . 

Hurl School on th. Brlffin Run ,. r „...m hie o«n f„il, and for 

|dh. benefit of th. ,o«. the head of th. horth Port < J _ 


beoeun. ..inli:;: .. ' lffl " b * C *" lrU ''> dieplet.eed and 


; fron: tJ ’ 6 out hi 

Vl i’ 1 ' i . ' . it S r. t ^n t ^ ] - " * : i 


rest 


and shoot squirrels 
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CHAFTFR THREE __ NATITRAL SETTING. (POcahontag Count y ) 

Roacoo V, Brown Arbo vale WVIf 


Fart 1 


Sept- 2 ^ - 17*0 


• m. 


fcec B) 


From the stand point of climate Pocahontas might be divided in two parte 

i that is, highlands and valleye or lowlands. Being a vary mountainous country 

with high elevations and locatedon the western side of the main Alleghenies, 

it is subject to severe wintwrs. the valleys ,however t being protected on 

either side, have less severe winters. IDuricgltfce, summer months the weather 

* 

ie ideal eeldom averaging over 70 degrees Fahrenheit during July the wannest 

month of the year. 

/ 

V Because of the wide range In elevation and the varied directione at 
which the mountains and* valleys lie, climatic differences within the uounty 

are great. Through the western and aothern parts, the winters are cold, arid the 

* 

and the summers are cool with relatively few hot days; the lower Greenbrier 
River Valley and the ridge and Valley country to the east have less severe a. 
winters and considerably higher Eummer temperatures. With a few exceptions 
the nights are cool and ideal for sleeping. 

The results of killing frost6 have beenb observed in a few places as 
late as June 20, and considerable frost damage to tender vegetation have 

been observed etien in July and August. Fgg along the large streams and 

* 

valleys in the spring and fall often prevents the severe frost damage that 
occurs in the adjoining uplands. 

The direction of the prevailing air currents and their modifications 
by physiography often give a temperature variation of ae much ae 10 degrees 
within a distance of one or two miles. The Climate of Pocahontas County 
is s typical of a great upland mass and characterised by a range of temperature 
that is not affected by nearness to the sea or other modifying influences. 




( BLOCK RUN) 

Block Run it a small branch of the North Fork Crook 3.25 mileo in length and 
and has a total fall in foot of 1085, and a rate of fall per mile of 293.2 
and a drainage area of 2.92 Sqare miles. 

The Block Run hae ite source near the Top Allegheny Battle Field, and 




flcwo dn southernly direction to unite with the North Fork Creek 

a 

This Branch has been quoted as fl Black Run M in the U.S* F.S. I/ape . 

i* name 

But it is locally known as ELOCK RUN * and receiVe the from the fact that about 

* 

the year of 1840 Jacob Yeager and his eon John Yeager had erected an Up and Down 
water power Sawmill, below the forks of Block Run , they built a dam acroee the run with 
6tor.es which wa6 a complete piece of masonry the wall wae about 13 feet high 
and 200 feet long; the inside was filled with clay , at about an angle of one to 
one and a half,; When the dam was full of w r ater it covered an acre of ground 


Ahen tne gate was closed to fill the dam , to run the mill, the run wae 

completely Blocked , The Yeager Kill Dam Blocked the Run , hence the name 
Block Run. 











£ Pag* 2) 


Since the virgin forest timber la practically , al'- taken out of Pocahontas - 
County ,the winds have become stronger ; the air tends to move lengthwise of the 
iong valley of the Greenbrier River , and the winds are deflected by the topography 
of the country eo that at times they blow at right angles to their normal course 

4 

^inde in general blow harder at high altitudes t at night, and in the winter time, 

Cydonee are no^a conunom occurence in PocahontaB County and very .few wind fit 
®tonn6 and floods that are out of the ordinary. 

* 

According to the Weather Bureau station at Harlinton, eituated at an 
elevation of 2131 feet, the annual ( average) rainfall ie 47*26 inches, 
with average depth of enow 33*7 inches, and the mean temperature id 48.1 F Degrees 
This, however, is not repr®Eentative of conditions in the plateau sections of the 
north-eastern part of the County. The Pickers station in rtandolph County i6 more 
indicative of the north-eastern part of Pocahontas County, it 6hows an average 

annual rainfall of more than 60 inches and a snowfall of 100 inches. 

* 

The rainfall is well distributed through the year • It is greates during the £ 

tr L 

year,, summer,when needed for growing cropsand pasture, and least in fall and winter 
The heaviest snow fall ie usually in January and February. 

The average frost-free period reported at Marlinton,is 4J- months, between 

. i 

May 16 and Cctoberlst The last killing fro6t reported was June 17 th and the earliest 

I 

bept 6th. ( these figures are quoted from the Soil Survey of Pocahontas County 
issued Feb 1936 )• 

It has always been & common saying and belief, by the old fancere of Pocahott4s 
County that the EaBt Wind will kill their buckwheat or injure it to the extent 
that it wont fill,make 6traw but not much grain* 




Generally the Knows are ve£y heavy on the Allegheny mountains, the Back Allegheny 

fi-d cheat iountalnp; The Staunton and Parkersburg turnpike crosses the Allegheny 

ccuntalne between Monterey Virginia f and Travelers Repose # and croeeee the 

> a^k Allegheny and Cheat Mountain between Durbin and Huttor,6ville of Randolph 

Cour.t> t these points where the Pike croese the mountains which is at an eleva^io 

approximately 4000 feet will drift full of snow , end until^recent years the 

/ 

» 9 

.raffle and D.S.Malle would be held up for several peeks on account of the heavy 
i^t.r.g er.ooe . in the olden tinea when the traffic and transportation was done 
} the horse and buggy , and the four and Bix horse wagons were common to the 
people of Pocahontas County., traffic would be blocked by the Bnow drifts on the 
mountain, and the Cheat nountain the greater part of the winter time. ' 


of be cent tines when the State Road CommiBsion is equipped with the 


modern snow plows , and by the construction of the jodern, snow-fences, along the 

_ i a * ^ 


section, thrt T. apt to drift up, the road. ar. th.r.ty l.pt fra, frou th. 
' n0 ' dr! "’ ‘ “* J>> tt *‘ ** •«. piers ar. kept running both 

jSt ifPi m - _ 1k ■ fed. 


«.y and night to keep the road, .pan for th. public in genul. 



year during the winter months .there will be heavy sleet whi 

1 . _ 


frequently will sdnp the traf< r >,„+ „ * 

, t not longer than one or two days at a time 


matter 


shifting the County, s economic welfare 









It appear* to be an authentic fact that since the Virgin Forest of 

Pocahontas County have been cut out and especially the famous White Fine 

trees, that the early killing frost and the late killing froet are not 

so prevalent . Late killing froete in the Bpring and early killing frosts 

of 

in the fall made farming a precarious source subeistence to early settlers* 

As late as 1810, the fact that corn would ripen on tfarline Bottom 

* 

( now 1/arlinton ) sufficiently to make meal was of great interest to the 
surrounding settlors . Cultivating patches of buckwheat , corn, beans, and 

i 

potatoes comprised most cf the pioneer fanning enterprise for supplementing 
supplies of geme and fish* 

The staple agricultural products are corn* oats,wheat,hay f potatoes 

apples, peaches, grapes, and rye, in their approximate order named. 

* 

* 

Of recent years it is found that Alfalfa has proven to be a successful 
crop. Soy-Beans have proven to be a successful crop . And Barley has been 

experimented with in the last few years by the fanners and Stvd it to be a 

* 

splendid paying crop# 

& 

Sweet potatoes , Watemellons , Peanuts, have been tried out, but have 
been abandoned on the account of climatie conditions. 

No industries of any nature have been established in Focahontae County 
that have been proven to be unsuitable * 

































"ATVRAL SETT I NG Focahcntat County 


Roecot W. Brown. 

CHAPTER THREE, a 0X760 ^0 rrruryt ^- 

s.T i) > *•'' 

GAULEY RIVER;- The Gauley River drainage ie of minor importance of 
*o Pocahontas County except that it has its eource within the bounde of Pocuhonta 
County limit8, in three branches - NorthFork, South Fork, and middle rork, 

yc v V 

high up in the west side of the and Gauley Vo^ntaine, Flowing west acroee tte 

acute angle of the southern end of Randolph County these three forks unite at 
Three Forks of Gauley aj the Randolph- debater County line and there the mam 
continues in a general south west direction,draining, with its tributaries, all of 
Webster County south of Elk River. It continues well entrenched, accost? 7/ebster 
and Nicholas County es to unit A with New River at Gauley bridge, Fayette County, 
to form the Great Kan aw ah a. Jts principal tributaries within the area touching Foohontas 
are Cherry , Cranberry, and Williears Rivers. 

The Gauley River has an entire length of 104 miles, as it meanders in its a 
natural course ; but has an air line dietance of only 59,2 miles , with a total fall 
o4 3,352 feet or at the average rate of 32,23 feet per mile. And according tb the 
Geological Survey for Webster County , has a drainage area of 1350.37 square miles. 

CHERRY RIVER OF THE GAULEY. 

The Cherry River heads in two forks, North and South , in south westa y7 * 
Pocahontas County , and flows west across no them Greenbrier County into Nicholas 
County , to join Gauley River at Curtain . The Cherry River in Pocahontas County 
has a drainage area basin of 5.20 square miles . 

How the River got the name of " GAULEY** or what it signifies, is a 
question that ie vague, and obscure. Some folks are of the opinion that it wae 
bo name by the French explorers, nothing cound be more natural for French explorers 
to call this beautiful stream Gaule after the ancient name of France. 

But there is a: current tradition handed down by the early pioneers 
of the Gauley River section, that there was a Scotch Irish pioneer hunting, and first 
ceding out on the Rocky bluff ebo ve the r^outh of v e«dow River. 





And wait ®o surprised at stolng such a large River , that he UBed a slang phrase 
to give vent to his surprised feeling, at hiefirst eight of the Hiver, by Baying 

H ft f * 

GOLLY what a River 1 , and from which the word Gauley was coined; . 

Gauley River wee called by the i'iamis Indians, Chin-^ue-ta-na- cepe-we; 
And by the Delaware, To-ke-bel-lo-ke, or Falling Creek. 


ANTHONY CREEK:- Anthony Creek , the largest tributary of the Greenbrier River 


has its source in the Greenbrier County near the Pocahontas County line and the 


greater part of of ite drainage in Greenbrier County . It heads 6n the Allegheny 


fountain in the extrene north east corner of Greenbrier County but flows north west 

i 

/7*to Pocahontas County for a distance of 1*£ miles when it swings south west to enter 


^reentrier County again and continues in thie direction to Here it swinge 


more to the West cutting a deep gorge between Beaver Lick and Greenbrier L'ountaine 


to join the Greenbrier River at Anthony. 


It has a total length of 28. 65 miles with a fall of 1470 feet , at a rate of 


51,3 feet per mile . It hae a '.total drainage area baein of 146, 93 square niles 


6nly 3.7 xr.i&ee 0 f ite length ie in Pocahontas County with a drainage area 

1 ° 

6.5?square miles . 

NORlfl fork OF iMHoro CREEK;- Th. North For* of Anthony Crook ho. th. gro.tor pa, 
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cr, creek received it. name from a friendly Indian by the name 









*M>2aN DRAFT : - The Indian Draft , ie a am all branch that tieee in the E/lk 
^ ^URtain South of Gay Knob and flow# in a eouthernly direction to connect with 
^ony Creak at Campbell Town, a total dietance of 5.2 miles and has a fall of lObO 
with a rate of fall of 203*8 feet per male , and hae a drainage area of 
square milea . 

*ni© Indian Draft; is one of the er.all branches of Focohontas County t 
that carries with it , more historical incidents , in its vicinity than any other 
*^*11 branch in the County; And in order to give an idea of £he many events 

m 

what have actually happened , upon, and around about the Indian Draft , and which 

incidents 

has lead to the nt*ning of the M INDIAN Draft, a few of the A are found in a lettc 
written by Calvin W. Price, in The Pocahontas Times bearing date of April 10 th 19*1 

'Ahich is hereby given in full; 

n 

I have been asked to write some things I know about the Indian Draft. A draft is 

* 

a narrow valley between two leading ridges. Indian Draft reaches from Elk fountain 

to Stony Creek at Campbell Town. The Indians travelled it; the trails forked juet beler 

* 

Edray. One trace, a section of the Y7ar Path from New York to Georgia went by Edray 
to croee "Elk fountain , and the other to Clover Lick.”, The first roads followed 
Indian trail®, and our highways still do, more od less. Tfhen the Karlin Eottoro and 
Huttonsville Turnpike nearly a century ago, the route was taken up on Drennin Ridge, 
as accznnodation to homes and farms on the ridgerather than up thy/e water grade of the 
narrow Draft where no one lived below the forke. 

I recall hearing back in my childhood some of the older people speaking of small 
bands of Indians cod ping at the mouth of the Indian Draft . These Indians were travttng 
back and forth from Ohio to ,Vasington. The lands around the Edray branch of the 
Indian Draft were firat opened by Thomas Drenndr.. The tract embraced thousands of acn 
I know now that the site of the Drennin cabin was by a spring on the land of Squiwa 
A.R.Gay. In young days no one was supposed to know exactly where the pioneer home 

eicod , ©* it narked the beginning corner of one of the immense land grante, the 
Gall a-her Survey. These Grante was the bane of settlers, casting shadow on land titles 
until the courts definitely decided that the best possible title was ten yeare 





unir.terupted possession under fence. My recolectior: of tne Gallagher Survey i« ^ 
the firet call from the Drinr.en cabin wae a straight line to a black sugar in the 
low place on Clover Creek Mountain , eight or more miles away. I do not now recall 

the bearing, I can o$y rer ember when only a black hearted traitor would point 

* 

out u known corner to one of these old land grante, I recall hearing of an ex- 
Confederate eoldier wo rking all day Sunday to dig out, eplitup and burn of a great 
red oak, back on Gallagher Flat on Days Mountain because it was a known corner 
of the Gallagher Survey. The home of Thomas Drennon was broked up by Indiana* 

Hie wife was taken captive and murdered on Elk Mountain a few miles from her 
home, I have heard that this Indian Raid was prior the Revolution , though 1797 was 


was probably the year. 


Late the Drfennoa homestead passed into possession of ^ 


I ! Robert Moore , son of the pioneer Moses Moore. It is likely that the first time 

« 

| Robert Moore set foot on the iande some day to be his own w&b when as a boy he camef^ 

I from the east, now nock bridge County, with his father and other sin the pursuit of 

| French Surveyors and their Indian Guides. At the forks of Indian Draft the 
^ Frenchmen were anbushed . An Indian wae killed and a Frenchnan wae wounded. Some 

I *if^y years since human remains were unearthed near the forks of the Draft. 

I The di6 P eR8ion of the exploring party might have originated eome of the leginds 

I ° f bUri6d treBEUre on Indian *“ d several not distant locelitiee- Cloverlic* 

I V. arlinton, Stony C ree k,and I/illpoint. Near the nouth of Indian Draft on th. 

* r * er RlVer WaS th0 h0nie ° f Lawrence Lennon, a brother of Thomas Drennon. 

| 7n 1784 lBdian6 D ’ ade 8 raid on hi6 • Henry Baker was shot and killed *s 

he was climbing a fence, returning fron hie morning waeh 
| g wa8h • "Ichard hill juried the 

ence and escaped ur^urt . John and Janee Eridger were killed * + v, 
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P^rauir-e party overtook the Indiane juet after they had croeeed the Greenbrier Rierer 
| 4 

the 1 eland Tord where the tannery ie now, *Vhen the firing Btarted the TndianB 
billed the Sloan baby by daehing its head against a tree. The shots scare*; the pack 

* cree on which the 13 year old Jooeph was riding, and the boy was thrown off in a 

* 

patch of nettles. The Indians escaped with three other prisoners going by way of 
Indian Draft. The boy waB found in the Nettle .patch , and he grew up to lose a leg in 
the battle of Point Pleasant, 1774. The body of the murdered ipfant was buried near 
where the present Pari inton and Hunters ville// road croc see I/arlin Run near the 
court Houee, The prisoners were ransomed from the Indians at Detroit after a year or^ 
two of captivity. 

In the war between the States , a Union prisoner named Vorville, knocked hie 

guard out with a rock, at the Gay house above the Fair Ground, and escaped. At the mouth 

* 

of Indian Draft he was overhauled , offered resilience and was Bhot. 

In his diary the late Bishop Asbury , father of the Methodist Church in the 
United States speaks of Drennon on Indian Draft as one of his regular stopping 
places on his itineraries from Main to Georgia. The Biehop records he would spend 

* - - T — * 4 

a day at Drinnon prepare for^ and a day at Mingo Flats } to recuperate from the 

twenty mile ride through the then Elk Valley Wilderness. 

Indian Draft ie haunted by the spirit of John Drennon, a young soldier in 

the war of l8l?, who died of at Noffolk . The late William Gay ,Sr. as a boy was 

returning from a mill om Knapps Creek by way of Indian Draft. The horse stopped 

suddenly and the mill boy looked to see what for. There in a fence corner he 
0 

saw young John Drennon wrapped in a blanket, taking his rest, Before the boy could 
speak,the horse bolted off at break neck speed. The boy told the family he had seen 

- 

soldier John on his way home and would soon hear the news of the war. Wnen John did - 

anpear at hone he was looked for but could not be found . The matter was a nistef y 

to the people of that day until David Cochran and John R, Flecmons came home from 
the war, bringing the news of the death of young Drinnon. The tine of his death and 

the time young g a y 6ttW the apparation beside the road coincided. 









There is a tradition of buried treasure on Indian Draft • English spea/irg 


prisoners 0 f piratee on the lower Mississippi took some of their captors treasure in 


eecap ng-- a whole pot full of it; presumably two gallons in size . Up the J/isBi sc i|<pi t 


t:p the Ohio, up the Kanawaha, up the Gauley, up the 'ffiliians, down Stony Creek to 
Indian Draft . There they buried it, to await the return from the English speaking 


settlement east of the Endless Mountains # So far as tradition goes the men never returned 


a^i so far as I know to the contrary the Gold and the Silver and the precious stones 


sti.l await a finder. However, some say it is not on Indian Draft at all, f but Cl over lick 


v-reek or Stony Creek , or Stamping Creek are the places to look. Only a year or 


*.wc auo, people from the north west of the state were here with old maps, looking for 


the bu.iei treasure. In the war between the States, the Eighth and Sixteenth 


1 

regiments of Tennesselnfantry camped at Edray , on Indian Draft in August! 36l. 


easles broke out and a number of men died . Their bones lie there to this day 


‘ ^ L ' v - aar8 :1 £° one of Tenneseo soldiers wrote of the Indian Draft country; 


tG W16h we cou ^‘^ » proper word and in sar,e beautiful language , give a perfect 

description of the scenery around about Sdray; with all its clear , limped springe 

of pure water, its lofty mountaine reaching up into the eky «..„ 

/' 
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* lw * , S*“ Spice Sun ho* it* source in e*voral apell brunch** high up in the 
r i*i«k -our.tuin , and flo.B in a general westward direction to form the Greebri.r- 
ORt^o line for aone five miles to where it joins the Greenbrier River. 

* hae a meander !hr length of 6.1 railes^ with atotal fall of 1000 feet or at 
• of 163,9 feet per mile. It has a drainage area of 8.3* siiiare miles. 

Spice Bur received ite name at a very early period of tine , along 

> ea. e before the formation of Pocahontas County, and was made the boundry line biween 

^reenbrier an; j Poeahohtas, and was ncned for the Spicewood Eush t or Spice tush 

^ich was found upon the Branch, which is an ornamental shrub of the Laurel family 

native to most of the Eastern United States, The small yellow flowers are followed 

By spicy scarlet fruits and the foliage and bark are also aromatic. The bark was 

formerly used in household medicine . The dried and powde&ed berries was used for 

« 

*e a substitute for all spice in the Revolutionary ,Yar and the leaves were brewed for 
*sa in the Civil War, >;> 

The Spice Bush, which is closely related to the Sasaaffas, is used horticultur 

* 

It is also called the Benjonin Bush. ( See Col urn- Encyclopedia ) 


LOCUST CREEK:- Locust Creek in a large Spring against the east side of the Droop M 
fountain and flows south for a distance of 3£ niles where it is joined by a snail 
tributary in Trump Run and continues east to the Greenbrier River at Lo crust Statia n 
It is a short Run with a considerable voium of water with a slight fall. This run 
is a continuation of Hills Creek which sinks beneath Droop fountain on the opoosite 
side. It was reported that colort^ matter was placed in Hills Creek and was 
found to emerge in the head of Locust Creek Locust Creek has a drainage area of 9.98 
square miles, has a total fall of 135 feet,* 

a**" 

HILLS CREEK;- Hills Creek heads high up an the Kinnison Vountain of Ewe Mountains 
and flows west for some three miles where it is joined by a small branch and turn^s 
soutp to form a series of beautiful falls in * Falls of Hills Creek * It continues 
routh east, being joined by smaller branches , to a point l£ niles south of Lobelia 











M.n# into the Greenbrier Limestone beneath Droop Mountain , it hae a total 

langth ®f 8.4 miles , with a total fall of 1525 feet , and a rate of fall par mile 

of 1.1.5 feet, and hae a drainage are basin of 31. 6o square nilee. 

...... whose 

e .ree.% »ae named in honor of the Pioneer Ric&hrd Hill, ancestral blood 

A 

' a 8 r ®at many worthy citizene of Pocahontas County . It is 

eleeaed tha. he came to this region soon after the armies of the Revolutkr. 

•3, ‘fo- North Carolina. A6 long aB Hills Creak flows and continues to 

u .de. the Droop Mountain hie ntce will be perpetuated. He was one of the cost 

o. ...e ea. ly pioneers ae a scout and a vigilant defender of the Forte 
of Pocahontas County in the pioneer days. 


ERJFFETS CREEK;*- Bruffey Creek is a small strem with its source west of Viney Hoi 

ani fl3 * S 8 ° Uth Where lt iS j0iaed ^ ^ve Run and sinks beneath the surface One 

ni-Le south east of Lobelia t+ . . 

an errtir ® langth of 3.9 milec and has a fall of 

1400 f "‘ • * r “' ,S11 ? ' r ^ . — b» . drainage area .rj.*, 

Er “"- — 4 ™ — fr. a. pioa..r John Bniff „ 

wr '° Ee ---ed on the branch fce'o'e th» f n - *• 

. aS fonBa '' loa •' Pocahontas County, and many of I 

ae * Csa " n 5 his none are still living in the • • .. 

ln ^nxty of Bruffey Creek. 
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-AjfcE*. RUN:- Laurel Run ; Seals'high^fcp’o/u EeaVferjLick fountain north oast of 

^urr Po^et- Office and with several unnaned tributaries fonts the drainage 

west 

surr Valley * It then continues to a point one- half nils north of Dencar 

A 

»here it empties in to the Greenbrier River. It has a total length of 8.2 wiles 
with a fall of 1220 feet or at the rate of 148.7 feet per wile. It has a drainage 
1 3* 38 square miles. This Branch was eojrf na-.ed by the abundance of Larel 

that grew on its waters. 

HOCK RUN- Rock Run is another small branch with a single tributary emptying 
into Greenbrier River from the East one mile above Kennison. 

The Rock Run is within the bounde of the tatoga State Park , is 1.7 miles long 

e 

with a fall of 780 feet with a rate of fall per oils of 146.7 Feet and has a drainage 
area of 1.15 square miles. 

ISLAND LICK RUN:- Island Lick Run empties into the Green brier River from the e*t 
midway between Seebert and Kenniein having its source up on the weet side of Pyle - 
fountain. It has a total length of 4.8 miles with a fall of 750 feet, with a rate 
of fall per mile of 156.2 feet, with a drainage basin area of 5.12 square miles. 

It lies wholly within the bounds of the Watoga State Forest Park. A fine Rock 
Basel road with an easy grade and graceful curver , was constructed the entire length 
of the Island Lick Run , and nany^ 25 log cabins with all modern conveniences are 
erected on the Island Lick Run The Administration Building^ of the^atoga_ State ^ 
Park , and the recreational artificial lake is situated upon the Island Lick Run. 

* any tourist from all partd of the Country vieiti this branch yearly when the 
State Park season iB open. This Island Lick Run rocsived its nar.a by the early 

pioneers , from the fact that there id a very large Island in the Greenbrier River 
near the mouth of the Run., and a deer lick was at the location of the Cabin 

w W 

next to the river hence tjie nacre Island Lick Run.. ^ 









STATING CREEK:- Stainping Creek has its source in three email branches high up on* 
the east side of the Cranberry Mountain * Ite tributaries are Blue lick Run, and 
Tilda Fork, and other small unnamed branehee* It flowe in a eeuth^PS-ward direct!-/-' 
occasionally sinking beneath the limestone , but rising again near Millpoint where 
it is used intermittently to turn Overshot wheels to grind feed and flour^ and to 
propel a email turbine generator* It enters Greenbrier River one-half nil© nortn of 
Seebert. It has a meandering length of 6.8 miles with a total fall of 1710 feet, 

at a rate of 251.5 feet por mile* It has a drainage area of 15* S’ square miles. 

* 

The name of Stamping Creek, was first given to the Branch by the first 
pioneer settlers of that vicinity, which was due to the fact that there was a certain 
place on the creek that the Deer, Elk, and Buffalo, would meet , and was called 

* M tf 

the Stamping Ground, which eventually emerged into the name of St imping Creek. 




* 
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NATUHAL SETTTNS CHAPTER THREE (Pocahontae County ) 


Roecoe W. Erown .mho** 

( Part 1 ) ^ 

^ BRUSH RUN - The Brush Run is a email branch, flowing in a #es w 
ecuree entering the Greenbrier River at Boyer Station on the Greenbrier 
and has ^ total length of 6# 7 miles with a fall of 770 feet, with a fall 1 
feet per mile , and has a drainage area 7.40 square roilee , ae shown by the 

Geological Survey of West Virginia . 

This the natural outlet and route , for the greater part of the tiir.ber 

A 

industry in Pocahontas County , situated on the watere of North Fork and Dee* Cre* 
The M.P. Bock Lumber Company that first began to operate in this section, 

in the year of 1901 , erected a Band Saw Mill at the mouth of Brush Run, on the 

* 

Greenbrier River and built the first Log Railroad up the Brush Run , and crossed 
the divide or Little Mountain^ on the waters of Deer Creek * And all the many 


different Lumber Companies ,( except the Range Lumber Company , and A.V*Miller Cor.p 
that operated^the timber > on the waters of Deer Creek and North Fork f shipped 




. 

their timber and lumber ,down the Brush Run , to connect with the C.& G. Rail Ro'>'- 
at Nottingham, ;The Railroad on the Brush Run was in use,from 1901, to 1926- a pericri 
cf 25 years, which was the period of time taking out the virgin forest of 7-eer- 




25 years, which was the period of time taking out the virgin forest of Deer- 

»ik . er.d the North Fork Creek. 

EraeK Sun did not receive its name fron the fact that there were plenty 


V* 
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i rutv : c fount on. the Run, as many folks believe; 

i f ... , 

,.f f ’ 179$: Charles Gallagher r. 
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* l, ‘ P Charles GaHagher made a survey cf 32000 Acres 
nearly all the waters of Erueh Run , in the course of a 

irv °y waB acquired b >- « man by the n*»e of •• BRtIRH » tv. 


PA. Stjl 


k “* n *• *• Bro,h Survey • r 

in tfce bound* of tfc* Eru.k Euri.y, w« Th , 




BRUSH M and tV* 
was almost enti r' f - 


in honor of the pioneer Land owner. 



furnace hollo;v- 


Tne Furnace Hollow 1 b situated on the “ortfc side of Deer Creek, 

er. the Little Mountain eide^ formerly on the lands of the pioneer WarwickB, now 

owned by Willie Sheets. At the mouthjof the hollow a score or more of Furnacee 

or enclosed fire placee were built , euppoeed to have been build by the Indiane 

the reason fcr which is not known ; The pioneer John Warwick that eettled nearby- 
- about 1770- 

-never knew the purpose of the furnaces , they were about three feet wide, and six 

feet long, and about three feet high, they are now all fallen and look like 

piles of rocks , The pioneers learned from the Indians that some profound secret 

it »♦ if «f 

appeared to enshroud the the Furnace Hollow and the Mine Bank; For long 

generations the Indians had followed the same paths beating then downj^/ deep in 

the forest earth , and the pioneers that made the settlement near the forks of the 

-’eer Creek , at the Furnace Hollow, end the Mine Bank , recited the fact that the 

Indian trails appeared to diverge in every direction^ from the vicinity of the 

forks of Deer Creek. It appears that this section of the country was a special 

meeting place of the Indians in prehistoric tines . 

When the Indians saw the pioneers building the Warwick Fort, at the forks of 

Deer Creek , which is betvreen the Mine Sank and the Furnace Hollow, they were 

* * 

exasperated,and many skirmishes occurred af terwarde^ when they saw that they were 
going to l^ose their hunting, camping^and fishing grounds . 

We have it by a direct line of tradition that a band of about fourty Indiens 
returned to their old camping ground^ near the Mine bank , on a friendly mission 
which may have occurred about the year of l800. Any way it did not occur till after 







I 
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Cnt lire of tradition of the return of the Indiana, to the vicinity of the 
Furnace Hcllcv, end the l ine tank ie, that Elizabeth Warwick, who became the 
wife of John Slaver* , on April $rd 1703 * and wub living on the Breentrier P.iver 
near the Town of Frank; in company with her daughter Annie Slav6n , decided to £>end 
a few days with her brother, Andrew Warwick, upon their arrival their horses oecame 
terribly frightened when they rode into the camp of the Indians, but their f£ar was 
*cot assuaged^ when they saw come white folks standing near by-end learned that the / 
Indiane were not on the war path. 

The IndianB were lounging around on the ground } watching the boys shoot birds t 

from the tops of sugar treee^with bow and arrows. Hie Indiand said f they were passing 

through the country , visiting the graves of their fore fathers ? for the last time; 

At -east they left that impression on the minds of the early settlers* 

\ 

Many prospectors^heve visited the ttine Bank and M The Furnace Hollow 1 ^ with 

mape^cr plate, showing the delineation of the vicinity^of the junction of 

* 

the north Fork Creek, and the Deer Creek , the Mina Bank^and the Furnace Hollow. 

Tne Maps eppeared to divulge the fact } that upon finding a certain keystone, 
cr rock^therefrom by a certain bearing given, would lead the way^to some hidden 
treeEure, mineral, or eorr.e natural compound of metal ,or other treasure. 


Eut however, the enigma ? that enshrouds the Mine Bank ? and the Furnace Hollow, 
* e * or writer of romance, \7ithin the past twenty five yearB , the Mine Eank 



hae sought OR fire , twice; and has burned for a year at a time. The Wine Eank 
first mentioned in tne land recorde , in giving the local description of the 

t..ring d.t. J„n. 17S0. «. i. celled for near the 
».ar where’/th» Bert, eetehe. „ fire.) 



e frorr * oarly pioneer Warwicks who ao 

UI ° ^ound. at the mouth of the Hollo’ 




















« 


Sitlington Creek is one of the most important etrearns 


^ITLl 1CTCK: SfiEEK: - 

to the Greenbrier River in Pocahontas County , and has ite eource in Galferde Creek 
high up ir. the Alleghany mountain; It flows in a general south-west direction 

% 

to Michael Vountain } where it 1 b joined by Shock Run*} ( formerly called Buzzard Cree: } 
t^e two uniting to cut a wide pass through the range at Dunmore f and is joined 
again by Thomas Creek l£ ciilee east of Sitlington .where Sitlington Creek 
empties into Greenbrier River. 

Other tributeriee are Moore Run,(formerly called Kench6e Run ) Gum Eranch, 

a 

. akes Run, Stony Run, and Left Prong (of Galfords Creek ) Sitlibgton Creek, 
has a total length of 14.5 miles with a fall of 1930. feet , and a rate of fall 
feet per mile; and has a drainage area of 51.06 square miles. 

Sitlington §feek, * is the third largest stream in Pocahontas County that 
flows into the Greenbrier River . This stream was sonamed by the fact that 
Robert Sitlington^was the first permanent settler on the Branch, and the eastern 
par* of Pocahontas County. His home was in the site of the town of Dunmora . 

history of the name sake of Sitlington Creek as follows;- 

The father of Jacob V7arw*ick came to Augueta County^from Williamsburg Va during 

* 

Collcnial times between 1740 and 1750. He was a Lieutenant, in the service of the 

British Crown ? and was employed in surveying lands in Augusta County.and wh&t 

:£ low focahor.tae County; this Lieutenant Warwick located and occupied the 

property now embracing the village of Dunmore ,situated on the Sitlington Creek 

and secured this property for hie own use. He married Elisabeth Dunlap , near 

f/iddletrook , and he was one of the English gentry whose families settled in 

7 

Virginia^ir. consequence of political reverses in England. After this 

Lieutenant narwick concluded to visit England , which he lid, but never returned. 

and be-.ng heard of r.o more he was given up for dead; is the cearwhile ? l/.rc Garrick 

Efittlod on the property, on Sitlington Creek ? where tho town of Duncore i.'e now 

eituated , ar.d had it secured by Beed ? tc her son Jacob \7arwick , and then afterward 

married P.obert Sitlington ? but remained at Duncore a number of years after 
her second marriage. 













6 >o.. at .acofc -arwick cs-.e lo manhood , Robert Sitlington coved to hie own pro;! 

-e>tj' near old Uillboro- ;faeok 

Jacob '.Tarwick who now owned the Dunaore property, 

alvtyt cherished the highest filled regard,for Robert Sitlington hie etep father, 

a..d fc. W ..060 hor.of the branch waa named . The Railroad station at the mouth 

of Sitlington Creek, was eo named in honor af Robert Sitlington the pioneer 

and Revolutionary T 7 ar Veteran. 

.-vobert Sitlington, a Affidavit as a Revolutionary Tier V e tern ie ae foil 

_ County • 

RCci.-T SITLi.XTCN: EATM Sept 26 th 1632. ( Date of Affidavit ) 

^crn -1/49 . in 1776. went out went out as substitute two conth 6 for 
t*.an Crawford, serving as ranger and Spy at Wafwicks Fort under captain 
John Lewie and Captain Samuel V ance . Dra£ , ed 1??? u serve agaiii8t ^ Indiane 

arwicx, and Clo verlick’Forts, under Ceptain Seeauel Vance , and Lieutecant- 
John Certr.ill. Served four or six weeks against the British 1776-1779. under 

P. - n ”°h- ‘ Cw0 -* • Chscnarged at Richnond. Drafted for six weeks in 1781 
unaer Cap„ain Davia Gwin to Guilford ; was in the battle. 











NATURAL SETT I'M CHAPTER THREE ( Pocahontas Count/ ) 


( Part 1 ) 


scoe W. Brown* 


( Sec D ) 


C ^CeJ- . ffit/'ffj 


G ALP OR OS CREEK: - Gal fords Creak t the head waters of Sitlington Creei; from 


Glade Hill Eastward have been locally known as Galforde Creek from the very 

Thomas Galford 

earliest settlement of of this region of Pocahontas County ^settled on Galforde 


Creek then called Sitlington Creek^ about the year of 1732^was a tax payer at thA 
date • The Pioneer Thomas Galf ord secured a Land Grant of 154 Acres of land 


situate on Sitlington Creek , bearing date of 1794 # and is now the same land.owied 


by *,Vade Gal ford and Charley Wilfong, on Galforde Creek EaAt of Glade Hill; 


There id a tradition tj/^ft handed down among the Galf ord decendants that the poo nes* 


Thomas Gal ford , gave a Bear Trap for his first homestead on Galforde Cfceek, 


this could have happened in the way of barter , and no record made of the transaction. 


Galforde Creek has two branches , known as Right hand prong and Left 

9 * 


prong ; The left hand prong is known as the Eig Spring Branch of Galfcrds Creek, 


which gives rise in a very large Gravelly Spring .known as the Eig Spring; 


•- - Thi8 - S ?ri2I. is situated at a very high altitude, in the Alleghany L'ountaine between 


the Rare shorn mountain and the Guinn Ridge . ' ' - - 

The main Galgords Creek .or Right hand prong,has a total length of 6.1 

miles , with a total fall of 1125 feet, with a rate of fall per mile, of 184.4 feet 

per mile, and has a drainage are basin of 8.65 square nilee . 

Tne Left Hand Prong known as the Big SDrin-r u 

| xn # bi* Spring branch has a length of 3.2 

miles . with a total fall of 1250 feet, with a rate of fall pe r mile of 3?0 6 'ee* 

Virgin forest of the Galforde Creek wa . t .v.„ * w 

v‘ : U ' r '' : ' 0Uk by the N ' orth Fork Lumber 

• ' : - tHe flay wood Lumber Company ia the „ , 

V ;.V° f i9?t5 * The Galfcrds Greek 

. ‘ ept tne sunshi.na from tha 


. 

-vs ,vat ere cL-e 


m* 


- • a head epreaga . 



Brook Trout, which infestd 



- LatA'a * 













5>0 ‘ e of the firet settlers on upper ^alfords Creek was Ludy Taylor ., andi^ 

Samuel Poeten who had settled on the lands that was later occupied by Richard Hudson 


Galfordo Creek" 


Pioneer Thonas Galford t and the historical incident that happened in hie f a' i~y. 


It ie a natter of authentic history 


in brief, as follows 


wee living with hie family on what ie now u alfords Creek, 


when the Indians were still making raids throughout the country. Hie daughter 


sent on an errand and was never heard of afterwards 


searching along the creek thinking she had fallen in the water and drowned, they 


d a large Indian trail , the tracks of the girl, some bits of clotfc and other 


hich gdLve evidence that Elizabeth had been captured by the Indians 


girl Y/ae given up for the time. A few month subsequently Thomas Galfcrd with a man 


went on through to the Indian villages in Ohio 


by the name o 


but found no' evidence of the missing girl. There is a tradition , or true story 


that upon their return, they captured two fine horses from tJ>e Indians , add knowing 


that they would be followed, by the Indians, returned on their own trail, and in 


ambush shot two or three of the Indians , which put a check on the pursuit, and 


then by travelling all r.ig^t made their escape beck home. The ornarents and bracelets 
were taken fror the Indians , which was burned when Thonas Gelfcrd Junior, lest his 


Buck Rabbit was sold to John Eird ,the 


« Buck Rabbit" and the other " Irish Gre; 


John Harness a trader from Staunton ( SEE prices History for this note # ) 


he fact that Elizabeth Galford v?ae captured by the Indian* 


Greenbrier valley, while this incident occurred more than one hundred er.d fifty yecre 
















•r.d or long as ^alforde Creok will ripple on toward the sea, placidly, v.ith 


ite eternal scheme of nature . it will serve as a marker or monument to 

th e 

perpetuate the memory of capture of Elizabeth Galfcrd by the Indian®, 


?aCW HLX;- Stony Run iE the largest branch that flows into the Galford- 


^reek , it has an entire length of 3*3 miles with a total fall of 1400 feet 


and hes a fall of 442. 2 feet per mile, with a drainage area basin of 


4.30 square miles . 


The iVarn Lumber Company built a standard gag^/e Railroad up Stony Run 


and crossed the Allegheny Mountain at the head of Stony Run and went down on 

/ 1 / ^ / . 


1, ' ,e a er6 ^‘ l6 Ruckman Draft and hauled quite -a lot of timber from the 

4 


.-out*, of the Allegheny Mountain to the Lumber Mill at Ray wood near Sitlinrton 

/ 


ihe undertaking of hauling timber across the Allegheny and keeping up the 


Railroad ^ was a very expensive undertaking, and the project was abandoned 


leaving—much of the virgin forest on the South side of the Allegheny mountain 


iflherer, the Railroad crossed the Allegheny Mountain at the head of Stony 


Run f the elevation is near about 4000 feet 


■he water of the story Bur. i, eleer a. crjetel ar.d „ae ice „ld before 


" ;rfin t ° r ”‘ t *“ *-*•" : w * b ”““ •' «*• *u» to „„ 


rc cK } a! id fl"t ih 6 rn o U“th o T *th 6 Run wh 6rs id. f 1 aw j 

alforde Creek it ie 


ccrr.plet cly 


creek worn sto 


S'T0 : KSf Htif 

Sr - 




.... 


? and hereby it has been callei 






m 


mmiWi ■ 

w; .hJBHb.' 

f V * 1 < 

- |V *fXiA:wv H: if : r 

.t .■ 

I *h 

- • \ > > h . . 



>•* 


•: S?S- 


.V \'*u * J i 
■ Y 1 •.* 

F |"4 f w 




W' 








eiSr- 
















“HOR.'EY BRANCH- The Thorne? Branch: ie a e-call branch that flows into the 



/ 


Sitlingtcn creek *.7eet of what is termed as Galfords Creek, and ri ves 

rise near the d 4 vide of the waters of Rosin Run . The Thorney Branch 

fall 

has an entire length of 3.8 miles witha fall of 450 feet, with a A of 118.4 
Test per nils, and has a n area of a drainage basin of 1,78 square miles 



The Thorny Branch valley was origionally covered with £he famous .Vhito - 

* 

p i?56 , tinber . The virgin White pine was takeout by the Sliding system 

about the year of 1890. The slide was built by hewing one eide of the logs 

tc 

and pining tham down .a short log forming a V shaped gmtter for the logs 
■** ! 

to side in , the team of horees was hitched to the rear log which was called 

a bumper, about 25 or 30 logs would he rolled in the slide each being 

* 

seperated a few incas or feet , by the use of a Trail Bar; The elide would be 
well watered , by the use of a water barrel which was run over the Slide befcre 
the logs were rolled in. Sliding was done in freezing weather, The Bumper log 

it tr 

in the rear was hauled by a J Grab so that if the trail ran away the team 

would be free from entanglement. / 

/ 


The Thorney Branch, receivsi its name from the many thorn trees 
that grew on the branch, and the variety that seemed to grow nest abundantly 

rf 

was the Dotted Them which can be identified by the large red or yellow fruit 
which gives it a very attractive appearance in the fall. Some tines the tree 
will grow 35 feet in height ,with a diameter of fi to 14 inches, The trunk is thick 
and short, and the crown id ver- broad and flat-tppped. 

The Bark is gray with thin scales on old trunks and the branches are cowereL 

- 

v/ith straight thorr.es which are to 2~ inches long. 

The leaves are alternate, simple, tapering at th9 base, almost blunt pointed 
at the apex and irregularly serrate or Bometinss lobed. 

The Flowers appear in ! f ay and June and are white. The fruit ripens in the fa 
The ,Vood is heavy, hard, and close grained. This tree prefer^es rich sandy 
soils of mountain borders and grows in theicketa. It is a common tree cf high 


5HO a: RUN; - 


Shock Run is that branch of Sitlington Creek that flows on the 


1 

I 


Stem 


North-East elds of the Michael Mountain and connects with Sitlington C. eek 
near tne Gap at the North-East #nd of Michael Mountain . 

This branch was formerly called Buzzards Creek $ for about 100 years, 
r.uben Bu^^ard the progenitor of all the Buzzards of Pocahontdts^ County settled 

m 

on this Eranch and the most of his children settled on this Branch or very near 
wo -1 > and the vicinity was locally known ae Buzzards Roost 

The State Highway passes through the BuzzariCreek Valley and in the 
hay harvest tine , hay SHOCKS may be seen by the thousand , and some folks 

n i» 

casing through nick-naoed. tha Eranch, Shock Run in correspondence of the 
...an} Hay Shocks that could be seen in the iseadowe, tha nans seems to cling to 
the Vdd Run , wSich was locally known as Buzzards Creek. 

The Shock Run or Buzzards Creek Has an entire length of 3.9 miles with a 

total fall of 1380 feet, with a fall of 358.3 feet per nils , and has a drainage 
ar9s fcfiein of 10*65 square miles * 

This Valley is a fine fanning section, and has been well adapted to 
fruit raising, and there is plausible reason for believing that the largest^, 

Pocahontas County, and it may be even in West Virginia, nay be seen near 

whore Reuben Buzzard built his frontier t+ 

-er ,. 0 „.e. _t meacurees three feet ar 

■ -»*- ■ - • ■ ’'in i iflMn 

branches v/ere 

cne tine. ( See Prices History 0 f Pccahonta: 

Apple tree. ) - 

) -IS Eranch should continue unier the 


iameter 




^ P a verity five tuehe2 


■or 6f the old Pioree- 

lor.eer Rauoen Buzzard which oc 


re his 


.1. 













.•.aTI.HAL ESTT2X CH APT2r. THH2S ( Pocahontas County ) 


I 


( Fart 1 ) 
( Sac D ) 



GALEOROS CREEK:- Galforde Creak , the head waters of Sitlington Creek from 

% 

Glade Hill Eastward have been locally known as Galforde Creek from the very 

Thomas Galford 

earliest settlement of of this region of Pocahontas County % settled on Galforde 
Creek then called Sitlington Creek^ about the year of 17S2^was a tax payer at thi 
date . The Pioneer Thomas Galford secured a Land Grant of 154- Acres of land 
situate on Sitlington Creek , bearing date of 1794 , and is now the same land^owded 
by iVade Galford and Charley Wilfong, on Galforde Creek Sait of Glade Hill; 

There id a tradition itfflt handed down among the Galford decendants that the pocnor 
Thomas Galford , gave a Bear Trap for his first homestead on Gal fords CEeek, 


this could have happened in the way of barter , and no record made of the transaction 

/ 

Galforde Creek has two branches , known as Right hand prong and Left hair b^rr? 

7 i ^ 


prong ; The left hand prong is known as the Eig Spring Branch of Galfcrds Creek ; 
which gives rise in a very large Gravelly Spring ,known as the Eig Spring; 

_ Thi8 „„ S ?rA2?.i E situated at a very high altitude^ in the Alleghany fountains between 
the Ran shorn mountain^ and the Guinn Ridge . 

The main Galgords Creek ,or Right hand prong ? hae a total length of 6.1 
miles , with a total fall of 1125 feet, with a rate of fall per ail© i of 164.4 feet 
per mile, and has a drainage are baein of 8.65 square miles 


The Left Hand Prong known as the Big Spring branch has a length of 3.2 


miles , with a total fall of 1250 feet, 
am has a drainage basin area of 2.48 
Tne Virgin forest of the Calfords 


with a rate of fall per mile of 350. 6 feet 

t * 

squaee miles. 

Creel: was taken out by the Korth Fork Lumber 


Company, an d the Haywood Lumber Company , in 
heavily timbered with the fercous Hemlock 
stream , and thereby male it favorable f. 

' Tatere the head springs . 


or 


the year of 1926. The Galforde Creek 
trees, which kept the 6unshine from the 
■he Mountain Brook Trout, which infestd 




t 


li * of tha f4r*# 1 aatilara on upper bgiferda Cra»k wm* Ludy Twyior anil 

faatan d had aettlud on the landa Hint wwa l alar oauupled try fttoherd Mudnon 

Tht n*ima " Mel fordo Or oak** wm» eo named by tha a arty eottlmiofli mode by tha 

punter Theme* Oelfori, and tha hietoricol incident that happened in hia tn Uy, 

# whdo h i „ 

which war tha primary anuaa^in naming tha branch Oaiforda Greek, 

Th# htory in briftf, w* folJowai* It ia a matter of authentic hifttory, 
that Themaa Oelfard war living with hia family on what in now u nlfordt Creak, 
whan tha Indiana ware atill making raid* throughout th# country. Hia dau$itor £'**•'* 

14 )e*re of age war eent on un errand and waft ntvar heard of afterward* ; 
ward war rant to all tha eattlora far and near , and vain eeurch waft mado ; whila 
aaarohing along tha oreek thinking aha hod fallen in tha water and drowned, they 
found a large Indian trail , tha trank » of tha girl, noma bita of olotp and other 
elgnr whleh idrve avidanee Ihat JtUiiaVath had boon captured by tha Indianft, 

Thr- trail waa followed till if baouma no otnoura that, thtyLdaa of recapturing tho 
girl war given up for tho line, A few month rubaequently ThomM Oalford with a nan 
by tho nun a of riofiual (iragmry , went on through to tha Indian village* in Ohio 
Uut found «o| #vld*ne# of th* rnloting girl. Th*r* in * tradition , or trut story, 

, i b i M i aap R ,/ fs* 9 

that upon thfcir roturn, th*y onj>tur*d l>»o fin* honoa from th* Indian* , ndd knowing 
that thoy would bo followed, by tho Jndiano, r*turnod on thoir own trail, and in 
a/niueh shol two or thrao of th* Indiana , whiuh put a ehook on th# pursuit, nnd 
than by iravolllng oil niji^t Bade th*ir naeope book hono, Th# oriiwanta and trucoltti, 
w#r * t,kftn <,pe '" thf Indiana , whloh wan burnal whan Th an n * Oalford Junior, loot hi* 
hf.un* by fir# , 'th* naplurad horann w*ra two fin* otulllnna , tha hay w«# oallod 
M buck Hobbit" and tha othar •» Irish Oroyi 1 huek Kabbit who ae.d to John pird ,th* 
of th* Mril ralutlon of Highland County . Th* othar woo boujjtt by 
ahn Harnaaa a tradar frori t taunton ( hmu priooo Hiotory for thia not* ) 

Tho foot that Uinboth Oalford wn* oapturad by tho indiano , it an authantie 
( *1 faot, it ia on* of tha tru(,*iiiii* ooinmen lafonu tha aarly aattlara of tha 
va)i*y ( Whila thia inoidont ooourrad mer* than on* hundrad and fifty y*»r* 

t> <" • «■ 







- and nr long ae G alforde Creek will ripple on toward the eea # placidly.with 

ite eternal echerae of nature , it will serve ae e marker or r.omrer.t to 

the 

perpetuate the memory of A capture of Elizabeth Galfcrd by the Indiana. 

# 

m 

fTCNY RU.V;- Stony Run ie the largest branch that flows into the Galford- 

Creek , it has an entire length of 3*3 miles with a total fall of 1400 feet 
ar.d has a fall of 442.2 feet per mile, with a drainage area basin of 
4.30 square miles , 

The Warn Lumber Company built a standard g&g^fa Railroad up Stony Run 
and crossed the Allegheny fountain at the head cf Stony Run and went down on 

# * A > / # 

/S 2 1/ / r 

the waters cf the Ruckman Draft and hauled quite -a lot of timber from the 

d 

South of the Allegheny Mountain to the Lumber Mill at Ray wood neer Sitlington^ 

The undertaking of hauling timber across the Allegheny and keeping up the 
Rail read was a very expensive undertaking, and the project was abandoned 

leaving much of the virgin forest on the South side of the Allegheny mountain. 

vjlheren the Railroad crossed the Allegheny (fountain at the head of Stoery 
Run , the elevation is near about 4C00 feet . 

The water of the Stony Run ie clear as crystal ar.d was ice cold before t"/»*- 
virgin forest v/as taken out ; Tha bottom land of the Stony Run id very 
rocky and et the mouth of the Run where it flows into Galforde Creek it is 
completely covered with small creek worn stones and thereby it has been callei 
5TGKEY RUN for many ye are. 











